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Аннотация - В статье представлена информация о жизни и творчестве 

Джеймса Олдриджа, а также дан всесторонний анализ творчества художника. 

Есть также комментарии к выставке работ Джеймса Олдриджа. 

Ключевые слова: Джеймс Олдридж, произведение искусства, художник, 

драма, роман, творчество. 

Abstract – The article provides information about the life and work of James 

Aldridge, as well as a comprehensive analysis of the works of the artist. There are 

also comments on the James Aldridge work show. 
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Introduction. The work of James Aldridge aroused interest in the acuteness of 

the theme of anti-colonial struggle and national liberation movements, which was 

relevant for the post-war period. 

As a journalist, Aldridge was in 1944-1945, in the USSR, witnessed the heroic 

struggle of the Soviet people against Nazi Germany. Later, he also came to the Soviet 

Union more than once, published his articles in Soviet newspapers and magazines. 

During the Second World War, Aldridge's anti-fascist novels "A Matter of 

Honor" (Signed with Their Honor, 1942) and "The Sea Eagle" (1944) were published 

[1]. 

Literature review. The novel "A Matter of Honor" traces the fate of a whole 

group of people - the British pilots of the eightieth squadron, who fought against the 

Italo-German fascists in Greece. The novel is full of dramatic events and intense 

experiences. This drama is also reflected in the artistic form: most of the novel 

consists of completed dramatic scenes and dramatized dialogues, similar in their 

external simplicity, artlessness and deep inner meaning to the dialogue in 

Hemingway's novel [2]. 

The novel "The Sea Eagle" is significant for the theme of folk character, folk 

heroism. If in "A Case of Honor" the focus was on the collective image of a group of 

British pilots, then in "The Sea Eagle" the image of a group of Australians and the 

British gives way to the mass image of Greek patriots - Littosian fishermen [3]. The 

drama of the novel "The Sea Eagle" is determined by the intense struggle, the 

growing tragedy of the situation, the heroic death of many participants in the struggle, 
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the movement of the heroes to the realization that at the heart of everything is a 

political struggle. Aldridge's novels about World War II call for vigilance, to fight to 

prevent a new war [4]. 

Analysis. Aldridge's post-war work is characterized by the further 

development and deepening of the political issues that were clearly expressed in the 

"Case of Honor" and "The Sea Eagle". The anti-fascist theme of these books finds a 

logical continuation in the theme of the struggle for peace in the novel "The 

Diplomat" (1949), which was awarded the gold medal of the World Peace Council 

[5]. Aldridge condemns the "cold war" started by the Anglo-American imperialist 

circles. This political novel with anti-imperialist content includes the most important 

topic of post-war literature - the topic of the national liberation struggle. 

The novel "The Diplomat" depicts the diplomatic struggle over the conflict in 

Iranian Azerbaijan, where in 1945-1946, a liberation movement breaks out. British 

imperialist circles interested in Iranian oil are doing everything to suppress this 

movement. The main conflict of the novel is expressed in a clash between two 

characters, members of the English diplomatic mission - Lord Essex and his assistant 

McGregor [6]. These two characters and their confrontation are at the center of the 

plot of the novel. 

Lord Essex is a cold-blooded, witty diplomat who maintains composure in any 

environment. But these features characterize only the outward appearance of the 

English aristocrat, who, behind a decent mask, hides the predatory interests of British 

imperialism, reactionary convictions, and hostility to the forces of progress. 

McGregor is a geological scientist who found himself in a diplomatic mission as an 

expert on Iranian affairs. MacGregor lived in Iran for a long time, knows the country 

well and loves its people [7]. Having learned about the insidious intentions of Lord 

Essex to disrupt the national liberation movement in Iranian Azerbaijan, he begins to 

actively oppose the intrigues of the self-confident diplomat. 

Discussion. A modest and shy person, McGregor unexpectedly for those 

around him discovers independence of spirit and independence of decisions. Calmly 

and firmly, he makes a choice in his life, supporting the interests of the national 

liberation movement. Acquaintance with the leader of the movement, Javat Gochali, 

convinces him of the correctness of his decision. McGregor writes a letter to the 

English newspaper The Times, in which he exposes the essence of the secret mission 

of Essex. Despite harassment from reactionary circles, McGregor holds a press 

conference during which he boldly criticizes Britain's imperialist policies [8]. 

This courageous man was able to stir up the general public. Under pressure 

from public opinion, debates begin on this issue in the British Parliament. In a clash 

with Lord Essex, MacGregor wins a political and moral victory. In the course of the 

struggle against the intrigues and adventures of British diplomats, he acquires 

strength of character, the courage of a fighter; the formation of his ideological 

convictions takes place. MacGregor sided with the Iranians and Kurds fighting for 

freedom [9]. 

He treats the Soviet Union with great interest and goodwill, realizing its role in 

the development of the revolutionary events of the era.nMcGregor speaks about the 

significance of the socio-historical experience of the Soviet Union for the 
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development of the national liberation struggle of the Iranians and Kurds: “Glory to 

the Russians for opening the way for them to revolt, and curse us for trying with all 

our might to disrupt this uprising " [10]. 

From a large-scale political pamphlet novel, Aldridge moves on to the 

psychological narrative of a man of the people in The Hunter (1950). 

In his subsequent works: "Heroes of the Empty View" (1954), "I Wish He 

Would Not Die" (1957), "The Last Exile" (1961 ) - the writer combines political 

acuteness with psychological depth. The main theme is the national liberation 

struggle in the Arab countries. The political and anti-colonialist novel takes on 

philosophical significance [11]. 

The novel "The Last Exile" is full of political dialogues and disputes. Its main 

character, Captain Scott, says: "Now everyone has one thing in their language - 

politics, politics, politics." You can feel the confident pace of history in the book. 

The novels "Captive in the Land" (1962), "The Big Game" (A Statesman's 

Game, 1966) again raise major social and political issues. The drama of our time is 

reflected in the ideological clashes that became the main theme of these books. The 

writer stands up for peace, for the need for mutual understanding between people and 

peoples, as an ideal he puts forward the lofty goals of the Soviet people and the moral 

qualities of the Soviet person. The hero of these books is the English pilot Rupert 

Royce, a man of a rebellious, stubborn, energetic character. The writer tells about the 

bravery of Reis, who is thrown from an airplane onto an ice floe in the Arctic Ocean 

to help a pilot in a plane crash. Royce showed even greater courage later in a clash 

with the British and American authorities, who began to persecute him for his 

friendship with the Soviet people. 

The story "My Brother Tom" (1966) continues the theme of Aldridge's 

previous works, the theme of the search for purpose and meaning of life. The hero of 

the story Dick lives in a society where there is no goal; there is no hope for a life full 

of meaning and meaning. In a capitalist society, the goal of life must be sought only 

in protest against the cruelty and injustice of the bourgeois foundations, in the 

struggle for a better society. The life of Tom, a young Australian in the 1930s, serves 

as an example for Dick in this respect. The narrator Keith reports that he raises moral, 

social, and political issues in the story of Tom. The Tale of Tom is a love story. But 

in connection with this central theme, the author touches on a number of important 

socio-political problems. 

Conclusion. The posing of problems of international importance in Aldridge's 

novels and stories determines their vast geography. The action in his works takes 

place in Greece, Egypt, the Soviet Union, England, Iran, Canada, Australia, and 

China. The movement of heroes from country to country is associated with the most 

acute problems of our time, world politics, relations between countries and peoples. 

Aldridge's hero is distinguished not only by his involvement in important political 

issues of an international nature, he thinks about his place in the modern world, about 

his role in society, seeks to realize his moral duty, to understand the meaning and 

purpose of his life. The topic of choosing the path is covered in Aldridge's novels 

with great skill. The realism of the writer stands out in the English literature of our 

day for the pathos of the assertion of the heroic in life. 
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