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Introduction. The fact that In the works of Greco-Roman authors, the Syr 

Darya – Yaksart is described as the border of nomadic areas, the Khorezm oasis is 

inhabited by the Apasiak and Sakawarka tribes and the Sogdian leader Spitamen 

withdrew from Alexander's army to the steppes, was one of the reasons that led to the 

beginning of archeological investigations in the Syr Darya basin in 1946[13]. 

Because the history and culture of the Saks was not thoroughly explored. 

Literature review. The lower Syr Darya, which joins the Aral Sea from the 

east, is a large plain. Its width is 400 km and in the meridian line, this plane intersects 

200-250 km. It is bordered on the north and northeast by the modern valley of the 

Syrdarya and on the south by the Kyzyl-kum. These areas are geographically called 

the “Eastern Aral Sea regions” [9].  

The origin of this vast steppe plain is associated with the efforts of the ancient 

rivers of the Syr Darya, changing the direction of the water at different times and 

flowing into the Aral Sea. In the plains there are rivers called Inkardarya, Jonidarya, 

Kuvandarya and Eskidarya, which consist of a system of ancient tributaries of the Syr 

Darya. They started in the south of what is now the Red Horde [8].  

The geographical environment of the Eastern Aral Sea region, warm and humid 

air, abundance of fresh water have long created favorable conditions for human life. 

Thus, these factors influenced the economy, lifestyle and material culture of the 

ancient population of the Lower Syr Darya and played an important role in the 

development of historical processes. 

 The ruins of the city and other archeological monuments located in the eastern 

part of the Aral Sea and in the middle part of the Syrdarya were first described 

historically and geographically in the late 19th- early 20th centuries [1]. 
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Archaeological excavations of the Khorezm expedition, which began in 1946, 

continued until 1992 with breaks. As a result, many monuments of the Neolithic and 

Bronze Ages, the Early Iron Age and the Antiquity were discovered. 

In 300 km southwest of the Red Horde (Janidarya oasis), the ruins of the city 

Chirikrabot of the Saks were found and examined, which is peculiar to in the 5th-2nd 

centuries BC. It has an ovoid history and covers an area of more than 50 hectares. 

Chirikrabot is surrounded by a trench and two rows of defensive walls. The walls are 

reinforced with rectangular defensive towers and have internal corridors for 

firing[20]. 

According to S.P. Tolstov, Chirikrabot was the center of the association of the 

Apasiak tribes[21]. Simultaneously with this monument, Babishmulla began to be 

examined. It is located 40 km northeast of Chirikrabot and consists of a rectangular 

inner fortress (area 1 hectare) and the ruins of a town occupying 2 hectares. S.P. 

Tolstov wrote that this fortified town should be the center of one of the Apasiak tribes 

and the residence of the chief of the tribe[14]. 40 burial structures belonging to the 

Chirikrabot culture, the ruins of mausoleums made of raw bricks were inspected. 

Most of them have a circular shape, two of them are rectangular in shape. Eighteen of 

these tombs have been excavated[2].  

The owners of the Chirikrabot culture lived a sedentary and semi-sedentary 

lifestyle. They knew the artificial irrigation system. The settlements are made of mud 

bricks and are located separately around the castles[17].  

A large group of Sak monuments has been identified in the Jetiosor oasis 

adjacent to the Eskidarya River in the Syrdarya. It is located north of the Inkardarya 

and Janidarya rivers, southwest of the present-day city of Jusali[18]. Archaeological 

research was conducted in 1948-1949, 1951 (S.P. Tolstov, Y.A. Rapoport, M.A. 

Orlova, T.A. Zhdanko) and in 1973-1991, was performed under the direction of L.M. 

Levina. 

The geographical conditions, location and topography of the monuments of 

Jetiosor were originally determined by S.P. Tolstov. According to the scientist, the 

Jetiosor district is connected to the Jusali steppe in the north, and in the west this 

steppe changes and goes to the bottom of the Kuvondarya river and turns into sand 

dunes. All the identified monuments are associated with the main river of Eskidarya 

or its tributaries, i.e. all the monuments are located near the river and the banks of the 

tributaries[11]. 

The monuments are divided into three main types according to their features and 

topographic characters, including small castles surrounded by defensive walls, 

fortified walls with towers and dwellings inside, large fortifications with highly 

developed fortifications, castles (Oltinosor 2, 3)[12]. These forts of the Saks were 

discovered to have been built in the middle of the first millennium BC. 

Simultaneously with the study of the Chirikrabot and Jetiosor monuments, 

extensive exploratory archeological work was carried out in the lower Syr Darya 

region. As a result, in 1959, more than 70 burial mounds belonging to cattle-breeding 

tribes were found along the banks of the Inkardarya River, 200 km southwest of the 

city of the Red Horde. They are divided into northern and southern Tagisken 

groups[16]. Instead of 11 forts in northern Tagisken, remains of mausoleums made of 
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raw bricks of 9th-8th or 10th-8th centuries were excavated. Archaeological excavations 

have revealed that the 1960-1961 made under the direction of M.A. Itina. The results 

of the research are covered in a special article [23]. 

Burial structures, with advanced building techniques and architectural history, 

consist of rectangular and ring tombs. As an example, the mausoleum №5a consists 

of a rectangular structure with sides 18 m and a round section (diameter 14 m) 

separated by a circular corridor inside. Even larger, inside the 25 m diameter ring 

mausoleum, there is a rectangular burial structure. A corridor separated the outer and 

inner parts of all tombs (including №4a, 5v). Remains of columns made of raw bricks 

and pits for the installation of wooden columns were found carved in the central parts 

of their burial grounds. In ancient times, the height of the tombs was about 6-8 

meters, and in such large structures he tribal leaders and tribal elders of the first 

nomads were buried[15]. 

Among the monuments found on the banks of the Inkardarya, the Southern 

Tagisken and Uygarak tombs, which belong to the first Saks culture of the 7th-5th BC 

centuries, are distinguished. Between 1961 and 1965, 70 burial mounds were 

excavated in the ancient Uygarak cemetery[22]. The results of the study were covered 

in the work of O.A. Vishnevskaya[5]. 

The height of the Uygarak tomb mounds is 1-2 meters, some of the mounds are 

much larger and have a diameter of 20-22-27 meters. O.A. Vishnevskaya, who 

identified the burial customs of the Saks in Uygarak Cemetery, divided the studied 

ancient tombs into: rectangular pits, the corpses buried in clothes and shoes, the tops 

of the tombs covered with reeds; the walls are made of wooden huts, hut tombs, 

corpses are placed on the ground. Also there were found wooden columns mounted in 

two rows of pits, and tombs with wooden walls. They were covered with sticks and 

reeds, in which the dead were cremated[3]. 

Various burial equipment (household items, pottery, weapons, jewelry) were 

found in the burial mounds of Uygarak[6]. This habit was associated with the notion 

of the “other world”. In the tombs of men and women there are pottery vessels, which 

are placed near the head or feet of the corpses. Some tombs contain pieces of the 

meat of sacrificial animals. This is evidenced by the spine, ribs and skulls of sheep 

found in graves. 

Among the burial equipment of men's graves, there are horse harnesses, bullet 

points, bronze and iron daggers, and thin, sharp stones designed to sharpen them. In 

the graves of the women there are beads, jewels, bracelets and bronze mirrors, in 

addition to the items related to household activities in life - quilts and ruffled 

heads[4]. 

Research methodology. The article is based on the principles of scientifically 

recognized historical methods-historical, comparative logical analysis, analysis, 

sequence, objectivity, aggregation. 

Analysis and results. As a result of the archaeological excavations in the Lower 

Syr Darya region, Saks’ monuments unknown to history, were discovered. 

Archaeological excavations of the Late Bronze Age North Tagisken burial site have 

also come as a surprise to archaeologists, as there are no monuments of raw brick and 
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intricate architecture in the Eurasian steppe, including the Southern Urals, Central 

and Northern Kazakhstan, and Western Siberia.  

Due to the study of the Chirikrabot and Jetiosor cultures of the Khorezm 

expedition, it became clear that by the middle of the first millennium BC, the Saks 

began to use raw bricks and wattle and daub as building materials. This is evidenced 

by the ruins of large cities, towers and castles with shooting ranges, which belong to 

the Jetiosor culture and are surrounded by defensive walls[10]. Although cattle-

breeding played an important role in the life of the Lower Syr Darya communities 

during this period, the majority of the population were not nomads. Archaeological 

excavations have revealed that the population groups of the lower Syr Darya belong 

to semi-settled cattle-breeders[7]. This cultural innovation took place in the second 

stage of the history of the Saks, manifested in the 5th-3rd centuries BC. 

Material objects found in the Uyghur burial mounds are of great importance in 

determining the history and culture of the Sak tribes, which developed shortly before 

the above-mentioned processes. 

Taking into account the information received, S.P. Tolstov highlighted the main 

features of the culture of the Eastern Aral Sea Saks, the Sak-Massagets and the 

Scythians and Sarmatians, as well as economic and cultural relations with the ancient 

cattle breeders of Kazakhstan and Siberia[19]. 

Conclusion. 

1. This important fact was not overlooked during the beginning of archeological 

research of the culture of the Aral Sea Saks. At the same time, the research plans of 

the Khorezm archeological expedition are aimed at studying the history of steppe 

cattle-breeding tribes. 

In the southern part of the Lower Syrdarya delta (Inkardarya tributaries) the first 

Sak settlements and burial mounds (South Tagisken, Uygarak) were identified. It was 

found that cattle-breeding tribes had a semi-nomadic lifestyle and lived in settlements 

not surrounded by defensive walls. 

2. In the second period, which began in the 5th-4th centuries BC (Chirikrabot and 

Jetiosor culture) in the Lower Syrdarya basin were built large castles and houses, 

agriculture played an important role in the economic life of the population. 

As a result of many years of research of the Khorezm archeological expedition, 

the defense structures, architectural features, handicrafts and the ancient artificial 

irrigation system of the Eastern Aral Sea (Lower Syrdarya) saks of the 5th-3rd 

centuries BC were studied. 

References: 

[1] Bartol'd V.V. Otchet o poezdke v Srednyuyu Aziyu s nauchnoy sel'yu. 1893-

1894. 22. // Sochineniya. – M.: Nauka, 1966. T. IV. – S. 26-29; Kallaur V.A. Drevnie 

goroda i seleniya (razvalini) v Perovskom uezde v dolinax Sir-Dar'i i Yani-Dar'i // 

Protokoli Turkestanskogo krujka lyubiteley arxeologii. – Tashkent, 1904. №9. 

[2] Vaynberg B.I., Levina L.M. Chirikrabatskaya kul'tura // Nizov'ya Sirdar'i v 

drevnosti. – M., 1993. Vip. 1. – S. 37-56. 

[3] Vishnevskaya O.A. Kul'tura sakskix plemen nizov'ev Sirdar'i v VII – V vv. do n. 

e. // Tr. XAEE. – M., 1973. T. VIII. – C. 60-68. 



                 ELECTRONIC JOURNAL OF ACTUAL PROBLEMS OF MODERN SCIENCE, EDUCATION AND TRAINING.  AUGUST, 2021-8/1.  ISSN 2181-9750 

                                       ACTUAL PROBLEMS OF HISTORY, PHILOSOPHY AND SOCIOLOGY                             94 

                                                      http://khorezmscience.uz 

[4] Vishnevskaya O.A. Kul'tura sakskix plemen nizov'ev Sirdar'i v VII – V vv. do n. 

e. // Tr. XAEE. – M., 1973. T. VIII. – S. 66. 

[5] Vishnevskaya O.A. Kul'tura sakskix plemen nizov'ev Sirdar'i v VII – V vv. do n. 

e. // Tr. XAEE. – M., 1973. T. VIII. – S. 160., illyustrasii. 

[6] Vishnevskaya O.A., Itina M.A. Rannie saki Priaral'ya. Problemi skifskoy 

arxeologii // MIA. №177. – M., 1971. – S. 201-207. 

[7] Itina M.A. Xorezmskaya ekspedisiya – osnovnie itogi i perspektivi issledovaniy // 

Kul'tura i iskusstvo drevnego Xorezma. – M.: Nauka, 1981. – S. 10. 

[8] Levina L.M. K istorii issledovaniy Xorezmskoy arxeologo-etnograficheskoy 

ekspedisii v Vostochnom Priaral'e // Priaral'e v drevnosti i srednevekov'e. – M.: IVL, 

1998. – S. 43, ris. 1, karta. 

[9] Levina L.M. K istorii issledovaniy Xorezmskoy arxeologo-etnograficheskoy 

ekspedisii v Vostochnom Priaral'e // Priaral'e v drevnosti i srednevekov'e. – M.: IVL, 

1998. – S. 42. 

[10] Levina L.M. Novie issledovaniya pamyatnikov djetiasarskoy kul'turi v 

Vostochnom Priaral'e // Rannie kochevniki Sredney Azii i Kazaxstana. – L.: Nauka, 

1975. – S. 42-46 

[11] Tolstov S. P. Qadimgi Xorazm madaniyatini izlab. – Toshkent: Fan, 1964. – C. 

136-137. 

[12] Tolstov S. P. Qadimgi Xorazm madaniyatini izlab. – Toshkent: Fan, 1964. – C. 

138-139. 30-rasm. 

[13] Tolstov S. P. Qadimgi Xorazm madaniyatini izlab... B. 133-134. 

[14] Tolstov S.P. Qadimgi Xorazm madaniyatini izlab ... B. 396-397. 

[15] Tolstov S.P. Po drevnim del'tam Oksa i Yaksarta. – M.: IVL, 1962. – S. 80-87. 

[16] Tolstov S.P. Po drevnim del'tam Oksa i Yaksarta. – M.: IVL, 1962. – S. 81. 

[17] Tolstov S.P. Po drevnim del'tam Oksa i Yaksarta. – M.: IVL, 1962. – S. 155. ris. 

85 karta.  

[18] Tolstov S.P. Po drevnim del'tam Oksa i Yaksarta. – M.: IVL, 1962. –  S. 137. ris. 

72 karta. 

[19] Tolstov S.P. Priaral'skie skifi i Xorezm // SE. – M., 1961. №4. – S. 114–146; 

o‘sha muallif. Sredneaziatskie skifi v svete noveyshix arxeologicheskix otkritiy // 

VDI. – M., 1963. №2. – S. 23-45. 

[20] Tolstov S.P. Xorezmskaya arxeologo–etnograficheskaya ekspedisiya AN SSSR 

v 1946 g. // Izvestiya Akademii nauk. – M., 1947. T. 4. №2. – C. 177–182. 

[21] Tolstov S.P. Xorezmskaya arxeologo–etnograficheskaya ekspedisiya v 1955–

1956 gg. // SA . – M., 1958.  №1. – S. 109-110.  

[22] Tolstov S.P., Jdanko T.A., Itina M.A. Raboti Xorezmskoy arxeologo–

etnograficheskoy ekspedisii v 1958-1961 gg. // MXE. – M., 1963. Vip. 6. Ch. 1. – S. 

34. 

[23] Tolstov S.P., Itina M.A. Saki nizov'ev Sirdar'i (po materialam Tagiskena) // SA. 

– M., 1966. №2. – S. 151-175 


